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Robert Treat Paine. 

It is with great sorrow that we have to record the 
death, on August 11, of our beloved and honored 
president, Robert Treat Paine. He had been in 
broken health for a year, and his departure was not 
unexpected, but his death, when it came, brought a 
deep and painful sense of lo3S to all of us who had 
known him intimately and been closely associated 
with him in work. 

Philanthropist, in the original and fundamental 
sense of the word, describes Mr. Paine's character 
and work as well as any one word can be made to 
sum up a life so varied and full. He loved mankind 
and consecrated himself and his wealth warmly and 
generously to helping his fellowmen, especially the 
working classes and those who, from misfortune, 
needed temporary assistance. His philanthropy was 
large-hearted, whole-hearted, generous, timely ; but it 
was also intelligent and discriminating. He tried al- 
ways to help people so as not to pauperize them, but 
to stimulate and encourage them to help themselves. 



In his line of philanthropic service he had few, if 
any, equals in New England, or indeed in the whole 
land. 

The story of the leading part which he took in the 
rebuilding of Trinity Church after the great Boston 
fire, and of his generous and loyal support of all its 
Christian work ; of his founding and development of 
the Wells Memorial Institute for Workingmen ; of 
the People's Institute in Roxbury and of the Work- 
ingmen's Loan Association; of the prominent part 
which he took in the creation of the Associated 
Charities of Boston, of which he was president for 
over thirty years ; of the creation, with the cooper- 
ation of Mrs. Paine, of the Robert Treat Paine 
Benevolent Association, which they endowed with 
$200,000; of his gifts to Harvard University for 
fellowships and scholarships; and his various char- 
itable services to the poor in times of special emer- 
gencies — is a conspicuous part of the best humane 
history of Boston for the past forty years. 

It was because of Mr. Paine's philanthropic char- 
acter and work and of his high standing as a citizen 
that he was chosen president of the American Peace 
Society in 1891. He was elected to this position 
while he was abroad in Europe. The choice came 
as an entire surprise to him, and he accepted it with 
reluctance because his hands were full of other in- 
terests and because of his inexperience in peace work. 

But once in the service, his interest grew from the 
start, and in recent years the subject was very much 
on his mind and heart. He was one of the first mem- 
bers of the Mohonk Arbitration Conference when it 
was started in 1895, and took prominent part in nearly 
all of the meetings held by Mr. Smiley in that famous 
place, until the past year, when his health did not 
permit him to be present. In 1893 he presided over 
one of the sessions of the fifth International Peace 
Congress at Chicago during the Columbian Exposi- 
tion, and he was instrumental in having presented to 
that Congress a plan for a permanent international 
tribunal prepared by three eminent jurists of New 
York City. He visited the State Department and 
the President at Washington several times, either 
alone or with others, in the interests of arbitration, 
and it was largely due to his suggestions and repre- 
sentations that the negotiations for an Anglo-Ameri- 
can arbitration treaty were first opened by Secretary 
Gresham. Mr. Paine was president of the thirteenth 
International Peace Congress at Boston in 1904. He 
spent much of the summer of 1907 at The Hague in 



